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PRESS RELEASE 
--------------------------------------------------- 

 

KENYA AIRWAYS , AIR AUSTRAL and AIR MADAGASCAR move towards a privileged partnership  
 

 

NAIROBI, Wednesday, July 18, 2018… Air Austral and Air Madagascar have signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) with Kenya Airways in Antananarivo, Madagascar. By signing the MoU, the three 

companies lay the foundations for a new partnership and have the ambition to boost their footprints in Africa and 

the Indian Ocean Island. 

 

Through the privileged partnership the three airlines commit to develop code share agreements and increase the 

connectivity options and offer a wider choice of services to customers.  The three hubs of Nairobi, Antananarivo and 

Saint Denis de La Réunion are strategically well positioned to make the privileged partners benefit from their 

complementarity. 
 
Mr Marie-Joseph Malé, Air Austral CEO, Mr Besoa Razafimaharo, Air Madagascar CEO and Mr Sebastian Mikosz, 
Kenya Airways Group MD & CEO, met on Wednesday 18 July 2018 in Antananarivo to establish the broad lines of the 
three-way partnership and the implementation schedule.  
 
The new partnership opens up the possibility of implementing new connections between the Indian Ocean and the 
African continent which will bring the three territories closer together. 
 
"Air Austral is very proud to have signed this new partnership today with Kenya Airways. This is a huge step forward 

in the implementation of a strategic partnership with Air Madagascar. This new strategy was established from the 

outset of the business recovery plan for the Malagasy national airline and will provide our three airlines with great 

development potential. In addition to the Reunion Island and Antananarivo hubs, Nairobi is now the gateway to the 

African continent and will enable commercial and tourist exchanges to grow between the three countries and 

improve the connectivity between our respective territories," Marie-Joseph Malé Air Austral CEO.  

 “Improving access to the Indian Ocean Islands is the goal that this agreement seeks to achieve. This privileged 

partnership is consistent with Kenya Airways’ strategy to improve its network efficiency, grow through partners while 

focusing on the high yield corporate and leisure segments. Our  customers will have better access to Mayotte, La 

Reunion, domestic Madagascar and Kenya as well as other destinations beyond our respective hubs,” Sebastian 

Mikosz, Kenya Airways Group Managing Director and CEO. 

 
« We are delighted with the signing of the memorandum of understanding, which opens the door to new 
destinations, particularly in West Africa, with the dense network offered by the privileged partner Kenya Airways. 
The milestones of the consolidation and development of our respective presence in the Africa and Indian Ocean Zone 
have been set, the next step is now to explore the different possible synergies between our three companies in 

various fields such as fleet, maintenance, training, cargo ... " », Rolland Besoa Razafimaharo, Air Madagascar 
CEO. 
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About Kenya Airways 

 
Kenya Airways, a member of the Sky Team Alliance, is a leading African airline flying to 52 destinations worldwide, 43 of which are in 

Africa and carries over four million passengers annually. It continues to modernize its fleet with its 32 aircraft being some of the 

youngest in Africa. This includes its flagship B787 Dreamliner aircraft. The on-board service is renowned and the lie-flat business 

class seat on the wide-body aircraft is consistently voted among the world’s top 10. Kenya Airways takes pride for being in the 

forefront of connecting Africa to the World and the World to Africa through its hub at the new ultra-modern Terminal 1A at the Jomo 

Kenyatta International Airport in Nairobi. Kenya Airways celebrated 40 years of operations in January 2017 and was named Africa 

Leading Airline 2017 by the World Travel Awards. For more information, please visit www.kenya-airways.com or call our 24HR Contact 

Center: +254 20 327 4747, Twitter: @KenyaAirways, Facebook: KenyaAirways, Instagram: OfficialKenyaAirways  
 

About Air Austral 

Air Austral, a Reunion Island-based French airline, is a major player in Indian Ocean transport services between mainland France and 

its regional connections: Reunion Island, Mauritius, Mayotte, the Comoros islands, Madagascar, the Seychelles and South Africa, 

Thailand (Bangkok), and Southern India (Chennai). With 1000 employees, the airline has grown since its creation in 1975, raising 

itself up to the standards of the best international airlines. Air Austral operates 12 weekly flights between Paris-CDG and Reunion 

Island, 2 weekly direct flight between Maseille and Reunion Island, and provides daily connections to the Indian Ocean islands. From 

Dzaoudzi, Air austral proposes until 5 weekly flights to Mayotte. Building on a code-share agreement with Air France, the Reunion 

Island airline also offers a service from Paris-CDG to more than 40 European destinations and from 19 French cities and Brussels, in 

partnership with TGVAir via Paris-CDG. As of 13 October 2017, Air Austral offers a direct Marseilles-Reunion Island service. On 

November 30, 2017, Air Austral officially became the strategic partner of Air Madagascar. A key date for Air Austral which enters 

49% stake in the capital of the Malagasy national company. It thus reinforces its leadership in the Indian Ocean zone. Through this 

partnership, Air Austral will be able to offer its customers a wider choice of destinations and more and more benefits. Together, Air 

Austral and Air Madagascar position themselves as undisputed leaders in the Indian Ocean with the largest network of destinations 

in the region. 

Its fleet is presently made up of 2 dual-class 787-8, 3 triple-class 777-300 for long-haul flights, 2 737-800 and 1 ATR 72-500 for 

regional flights. Air Austral operates the most modern fleet in the Indian Ocean. The fleet, the comfort of the cabins, the in-flight 

services and the hospitality of its staff are the main assets of an airline that is known and recognized for its quality of service. 

www.air-austral.com  

About EWA Air, an Air Austral Group subsidiary  

EWA Air was created by a triple-partner synergy between the Mayotte Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Ylang Invest and Air 

Austral. EWA Air is the leading  airline in Mayotte. The company's evocative name symbolises compliance and adherence. EWA Air's 

fleet of 2 ATR72-500 operates 7 direct flights from Dzaoudzi in the Mozambique Channel. EWA Air aims to meet its customers' high 

travel expectations through its  accessible prices. www.ewa-air.com 

  
About Air Madagascar 

 

Created in 1961, the national airline facilitates internal exchanges by connecting the main cities in Madagascar. It contributes to the 

development of the Golden Isle thanks to its long-haul and regional networks concentrated in the main economic and tourist hubs:  

Paris and Marseille (France), the Indian Ocean Isles (Reunion Island, Mauritius, Comoros, Mayotte, Seychelles), Abu Dhabi, and 

Guangzhou (China) from February 2017. 

Air Madagascar presently offers 19 destinations with ten (10) aircraft. The company has several subsidiaries offering mainly aviation 

and ancillary services to a wide range of clients in the field of air transport and the aeronautical industry. 

1000 employees work to continuously develop its activities, their expertise is awarded regularly with international authorisation 

certificates. 

From the point of departure to arrival at the destination, the journey on board Air Madagascar is a genuine experience of legendary 

Malagasy hospitality. 

 

www.airmadagascar.com 
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